Hemolytic uremic syndrome and crescentic glomerulonephritis complicating childhood nephrosis.
Three children with nephrotic syndrome and focal segmental glomerulosclerosis and/or mesangial proliferation on renal biopsy developed the sudden onset of renal failure, microangiopathic hemolytic anemia, and thrombocytopenia. Two of the three children developed crescentic glomerulonephritis and never regained renal function while the third showed no change from his original histologic pattern and also developed chronic renal failure. These cases suggest an association between the lipoid nephrosis-focal segmental glomerulosclerosis group of glomerular diseases and crescentic glomerulonephritis, and may represent an unusual pathway in the evolution of childhood nephrosis.